Sustainability Unit Example: Middle School Spanish

Designer(s): Scaresdale School District

How do airriculum and ingruction changewhen sugainability becomes the guiding
approach? How does the content become richer? How does the level of inquiry
deepen? This doaument provides an example of ateacher-created unt tha is
groundel in the content and pelagogy ofsugainability education.

Background

The unit described was an outome of the 2007 Simmer Sudainability Ingitute
sponored by he Children® Environmental Literacy Founddion (CELF:
http://www.celfounddion.om), with facilitation piovided by Geative Change
Eduationd Solutionghttp://www.creativechange.net), and Sott Beall consulting.
During theintensgve week-long nditute, teachers ganed content knowledge,
resources and grategies to redesign ther approach to aurriculum and ingruction
usng thelensof sugainability. Guided planning ime and oneon-one mentoring &
theinditute enabled teachers to walk away with adraft unit plan to implement
during the school year.

After the week-long ndgitute, the teachers were provided ongoing sippot and
communication. Teachers sent ther in-progress lesson pbnsto Creative Changeand
CELF, and received feedback and mentoring via phoneand email. This doaument
is an outome of this process.

Supporting District-wide implementation of Sustainability Education

The Scarsdde Public Schools have been working to integrate sugainability into the
curriculum as well as district opeations To advance ther efforts, the district
paticipaed in "Building Leadership Capacity for Sugainability Education," an
EPA-funded naiond project to advance sudainability education (SE) and
leadership. For this project, Scarsdale completed a strategic plan that defines gods
and indicators to suppot SE curriculum, leadership, and hoolcommunity
patnerships. Thework here, while notfunded by the grant, is an example of ways
teachersin thedistrict are implementing SE to advance thegaals outlined in the
strategic plan.

The "Building Leadership Capacity for Sugainability Education” grant was
awarded to Eastern Michigan University; the project webste is www.blcse.org
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MMantengalatierral ®Maintain the Earth
Lesson and | ndependent Project

Goal: Each gudent will create aflyer that explains an environmental issuein smple
terms and povide suggestionsfor ameliorating the problem. Theflyer will bein Soanish
and oould bedistributed in Soanish-speaking urtries or in aeas of the U.S. that are
heavily popubted with Spanish-speakers.

Objectives:
- learn vocbulary related to the environment
- use Spanish languaye skills to describe an environmental issue
- apply prior knowedgeand @ntinueresearch on ssues pataining o udainability
- make use of affirmative and neyative commands(an 8" grade grammar topic)

Materials:
- list of new vocabulary
- assignment and rubric
- sample flyer on owrhead for sudents to view as amodd of thefind project

Timing: This project could beintroduced in April, aound hetime of Earth Day. At this
point in theyear, 8" grade students have sufficient language skills to complete the task.
Prior to introdudng the project, sudents need to learn the grammatical rules for forming
affirmative and neyative commands

Students will beassignal oneof the following themes and will work independently:

Conserve energy

Reduce automobile pollution

Conserve water

Rrotect the ocean, beaches and salife

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle

Fotect an endangered species (ie: blue buterfly, manatee, frogs seaturtle)

ogrwWNE

Day 1:
- Introdue new vocabulary and condud a Spanish-languaye braingorm of
activities we do (or should do)with the environmentin mind
- Present the assignment
Day 2:
- Work in computer lab to research usng siggested webstes
- Start designing flyers Bto becompleted & home
Day 3: Rough d&ft to dass for peer editing
Day 4: Tum in find draft
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Vocabulario — El medio ambiente

el buz—n deeciclge - recycling bin
labotela- botle

el plistico - plastic

lalata deauminio Bauminum can

e vidrio - glass

laenerg’a- energy

laluz/lasluces Blight/lights

la gasolina- gasoline

el per—eo - oil

laftbrica- factory

el trangporte poebto D public trangportation
el cocheh’bridoBhyhrid car

la dectricidad - dectricity

los animals - animals

el sstema ecol—gio D ecological system
en pdigro de extind—min dange of extinction
la mariposa azul Dblue butterfly

las ranas - frogs

latortugakempsriley BKempsRiley turtle
especie - pecies

manatee

land(fill

redudr Bto reduce

reciclar Bto recycle

reutilizar Bto reuse

consrvar Bto conserve

apaga Bto tumn off

contaminar Bto contaminae
montar en bicicletaBto ride abike
proteger Bto protect
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MAVlantengalatierral - Maintain theearth! - Assignment

For this assignment, youwill create a flyer that explainsan environmental issuein smple
terms and povides suggestionsfor ameliorating the problem. Theflyer will bein
Spanish and oould bedistributed in Soanish-speaking munties or in aeas of the U.S.
tha are heavily popubted with Soanish-speakers.

Y our flyer should have:

-atitle/lheadlinein largefont

-3 to 5 entence describing theissue (you @an indude statistics where applicable)

-4 dfirmative commands suggesting thingspeople can do

-4 nggative commandssuggesting thingspeople should notdo

-drawings images and/or formatting that make the flyer gppear interesting and
professiond

- information expressed usng vo@bulary and gammar tha you hae learned in dassb
you can use a dictionary for a maximum of 10 new words (attach a list of these words to
your final project)

You will receive a gradefor this assignment based on thefollowing:

- Grammatical accuracy when describing theissue

- Qudity of information éouttheissue

- Grammatical accuracy when forming dfirmative and neyaive commands
- Reevance of suggestiongdcommandsin relation o the problem

- Attractiveness and neatness (appearance)

- Complexity and aeativity (content)

Rubric:

Spanish Language Component

Description of issue 12345678910 (x2)=
Formation of commands 12345678910 (x2)=
Complexity and qeativity 12 34567 89 10 (x1)=

(of languaye used)

Research and Information
Accuracy and depth 1
Pertinence of suggestions 1

678910 (x2)=
678910 x2)=

Presentation
Attractivenessand neatness 1 2 3456 78 9 10 (x1)=

TOTAL
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